JPEO-CBD Medical Virtual industry Day

     Questions & Responses
EXSUM:
During the first JPEO-CBD Medical Virtual Industry Day (VID) participants were afforded the opportunity to submit questions to the SMEs through DCO. These are CBMS’s staffed responses. 

BSV
Q:  Which agencies presenting today would be potentially interested in platform technologies for rapid multiplex DIAGNOSTICS for bio-threats and/or influenza detection and identification?

From: James W. Fett
R: As the advanced developer for chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) technologies to enable early warning, identification, and continued situational awareness of potential global health threats, CBMS-Joint Product Management Office for Biosurveillance is interested in platform technologies for rapid multiplex diagnostics.  JPMO Biosurveillance works closely with our counterparts at the US Army Medical Research Materiel Command (USAMRMC) and the Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center to leverage resources to provide capabilities to both organizations.

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency / Joint Science and Technology (DTRA/JSTO) is also involved with evaluating candidate technologies for diagnostics that may transition to the advanced developer.  More information regarding DTRA’s current solicitations can be found at http://www.dtra.mil/business.aspx. 
Q: Where does agroterrorism fit into BSV? 

From: MAJ Kelley Evans (USAPHC)

R: Agroterrorism is the unlawful use of force and violence against some component of agriculture to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives in such a way as to adversely impact the agriculture industry, any component thereof, the economy, or the consuming public. 

In terms of the impact of Agroterrorism on human health, it is being addressed as part of the ongoing Interagency collaboration to further the development of rapid diagnostics against infectious diseases and Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear threats.  The US Department of Agriculture is part of several agencies that are called out in the National Strategy for Countering Biological Threats to assist with strengthening domestic and global assessment/outbreak reporting of human/animal illness or plant disease.  

The scope of the draft Implementation Strategy for Biosurveillance includes a range of threats, such as weapons of mass destruction or other deliberate attack, an emerging infectious disease, pandemic, environmental disaster, or a widespread food-borne illness. The goal is to achieve a well-integrated national Biosurveillance enterprise that provides essential information rapidly to inform decision making at all levels.  
Q: Tell me more about the Algorithm Prize
R: The Algorithm Prize is a DTRA/JSTO initiative and more information regarding DTRA’s current solicitations can be found at  http://www.innocentive.com/dtra, press release with additional information is at http://www.prweb.com/releases/dtra/algorithm/prweb10233480.htm.

JVAP:

Q:  Is the Filovirus vaccine program designed to exchange parts of the vaccine (e.g. the antigenic construct) for other components that might be more effective in the future?
From: Willy A. Valdivia

R: The VLP Filo product is not designed to exchange antigens. The VRP Filo product could swap out the GP portion for other GPs.
MITS:

Q: Will an attendee list of this meeting be available on the website, too?

From: Harold Modrow, SAIC
R: During registration, participants indicated whether or not they were agreeable to release of their contact information.  The posted attendance roster only reflects those participants who checked "yes" to release of their contact information.  
Q: The chem portfolio deals only with nerve agent?  What about respiratory threats such as cyanide and chlorine or something much more available such as ammonia from the industrial side.  Lead products in the area of vesicants, such as inflammation modulators have been left at the tech base transition point yet continue to pose a more probable threat than the nerve agents or NTAs that are sexy to work on but have lower probability of use in the current threat environment.
From: Harry Slife, General Dynamics Information Technology 

R: Yes, current advanced development efforts in the MITS chemical portfolio focus on nerve agent threats.  We are maintaining technical cognizance of medical solutions to vesicants and pulmonary threats.  However, we are currently resource limited to develop programs of record.  
Q: As I understood, the compounds/products that you have identified in your briefing are to be used immediately post exposure to the Chemical agents as a counter measure & AdHoc treatment. Are any of these agents utilized for long-term treatment and management of the symptoms? In addition, has there been any study done in regard to the impact of these compounds and their potential role with Drug Induced Liver Injury?
From: Hoss Rostam, DCRI

R: Products in the CBMS-MITS chemical portfolio are indicated for the acute therapy of nerve agent intoxication, are designed to be soldier carried and self- or buddy-administered.  Use  of the autoinjectors for long term treatment and management of symptoms would generally be considered off-label use, but may occur in the practice of medicine under a physicians care.

Please consult the respective package inserts for detailed information on each drug.
